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SUNDAY, OCTOBER |, 2023
Lectionary 26 (A)

An asterisk (*) indicates that the assembly is standing

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God.
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers
repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our
lives for the sake of our needy world.

COVER ART

Photograph of water being poured from a ceramic pitcher. Christ Jesus “emptied himself” for
us, according to our second reading.

PROLOGUE Pamela Decker, pipe organ

Partita on "Was frag' ich nach der Welt"
Flor Peeters (1903-1986)

/Flor Peeters was a Belgian organist, composer, and teacher who held the \
position of organist at Mechelen Cathedral for 63 years (1923-1986). He
also served as director of the Conservatorium in Antwerp, Belgium. Peeters
was an active concert organist and recording with a career that was
international in scope. His training included an emphasis on Renaissance
polyphony; he coupled this with 20th-century influences such as polytonality
and complex polyrhythms in developing his style as a composer. His work
based on the German chorale tune "Was frag ich nach der Welt" is
constructed as a partita, wherein a series of variations on the tune appear as
successive segments in the overall structure of the piece. This tune is the

Qelody for today's hymn of the day. /




*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

T Jesus who bears the cross,
the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility,
confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In =+ Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



*GATHERING SONG When Morning Gilds the Skies ELWV 853
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When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:
No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known
Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than *“Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O0’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838—1896



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE Setting One
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST Setting One
0 |
[ A1) N I I I | [ -~ | I— )y ]
b 1 & | | P>y | ¢« | | I |
RO "D ¢ I P = T 1
[AN\AV4 & = | | [
J hd | : | .
Glo -1y to God in the high -
0 | .
A 'LV.P| f I Iil > I f F T I |
6", e o |
J ' = < -
est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on  earth.
0 | . e
—— ——
t%‘iﬁj - o i—‘—r — o —
Lord God, heav - en - ly King, al - might -y God and
0 | . p——
[ A | T I ! \ T I I ]
6\, b il (7] I'\/ |-
I\j/ _dl_ d I P [ { 1
Fa - ther, we  wor - ship you, we give you thanks, we

-6-



=

A" P |

Je sus

Lord

glo ry.

your

you for

praise

Christ,

[ 1D

Fa - ther,

the

of

Son

on - ly

of the

sin

take a - way the

Lamb of God, you

Lord God,

| " A2

[
&
L4

T
-

I
&
L4

I
P
L

—o
.
mer

the

seat - ed at

you are

us;

cy on

have

world:

|7 4NN

[ 1D

4

~——

right hand of

Fa - ther: re - ceive  our prayer.

the

10V D ¢

One, you a -

ly

Ho

are the

For you a - lone

[ 1D

High,

a - lone are the Most

are the Lord, you

lone

0
1D

in the glo - ry of

Spir - it,

with the Ho-ly

Je-sus Christ,



| }j$
Mingy
(B
i
PNy
oL
i

[AN\IV4 ! 1 ! I
God  the Fa - ther A - men.
0 | R —
" J— T I —— —; —— |
b 1 & | I Py | (- | | | |
HOY Y D ¢ | & = 1 1 | | |
R\37 P o | | — i "—‘—Q P |
v r ] : ] r
Glo -1y to God in the high -
0 | .
o — I — I ra— I 1|
§ (v nam— 7 e J—a—E—— | — q
[n\av 2] b | | S _S— I p= E—— i
v ] o - o
est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on  earth.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and
did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people
to turn and live.

A reading from Ezekiel.

'The word of the Lord came to me: *What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? *As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

®Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? **When the righteous turn away from
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they
have committed they shall die. ¥ Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. **Because
they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed,
they shall surely live; they shall not die. *’Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

*Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? **For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then,
and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PsAaLMoODY: Psalm 145:1-8
The cantor sings the response first, and then the assembly sings the response before and during

the psalm verses, as indicated.
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Re - mem - ber, O LorD your com - pas-sion and love.
Psalm 25:6

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psaliter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'To ' you, O Lord,
| life ! up my soul.
’My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
’Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame ! who are treacherous.
‘Show me your ! ways, O Lord,
and teach ' me your paths. REFRAIN
*Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day long.
*Remember, O Lord, your compas- ! sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and ! my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- !
ness, O Lord.
®You are gracious and up- ! right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
’You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way. REFRAIN
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SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn
that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless
perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

A reading from Philippians.

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, “make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. *Let each of
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. °*Let the same mind
be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

’Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
"o that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
''and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
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"’Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; "for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work
for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting One
The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the gospel verse.
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Cantor: My sheep hear my voice, ! says the Lord;*

| know them and they ! follow me.  (John 10:27)

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” *esus said to them, “| will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. *Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”” And they argued
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with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him? **But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard
John as a prophet.” ¥So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

%“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘| will not’; but later he changed his
mind and went. **The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘|
go, sir’; but he did not go. *'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. **For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Stephen Springer
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*HYMN OF THE DAY O God, My Faithful God ELWV 806
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strengthto do with read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seemsdark and cheer-less;
n “ } i }
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give me a health-y frame, and may I  have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, I must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
n “ } J It }
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir- it’s might, to live at peace with all

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”
and the assembly responds, ‘“‘Hear our prayer.”

After the final petition, the presiding minister concludes the prayers:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Worshipers exchange the peace with others. Some will do so without physical contact.

OFFERING

(In-person worshipers may place their contributions in the offering plate
at the altar before or after worship.)
www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate
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OFFERTORY Dove of Peace Chancel Choir

Above All Praise and All Majesty, Op.79, No.3
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847)

/One of the greatest composers of the nineteenth century, Felix Mendelssohn- \
Bartholdy was an accomplished composer and conductor, who was influenced
greatly by the music of Bach. In fact, Mendelssohn is credited with the world-
wide revival of interest in Bach's music after it had fallen out of favor.
Mendelssohn composed for nearly every genre and is especially well-known for
his symphonies and large-scale choral works, several of which utilize Lutheran
chorales, like many of Bach's works. Mendelssohn also wrote numerous shorter
sacred works (motets), including today's anthem. Originally written in German
and intended for the feast of the Ascension, the piece proclaims Jesus's majesty

\and demands our praise, a theme found in today's second lesson. /

Above all praise and all majesty,
Lord, thou reignest evermore.
Hallelujah.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of power, God of plenty,

all things belong to you.

We bring your gifts to the table,

that all might be fed.

Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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*DIALOGUE Setting One
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE (Sundays)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Setting One

*HoLY, HoLY, HoLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Prayer One

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
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our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

n“ 1 1 1
74 I P I — > T !
G d ettt
J e v & y—¢ 1 | |

Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*LAMB OF GOD

Setting One
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

*INVITATION TO THE MEAL

Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

The assembly sits; those who wish to receive communion may approach the altar.

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail; the bread wafer will be placed in your hand by
the pastor. When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafer into the wine, and
then consume the wafer.
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Music DURING COMMUNION

Pamela Decker, pipe organ

Meditation on "King's Weston"
Pamela Decker (b. 1955)

N

King's Weston" is the tune for today's sending hymn.

KI'his meditation on the tune titled "King's Weston" presents the melody in
interaction with a contrasting countermelody. The contrasting contours of
each melody develop both separately and in superimposition. The melody
was composed by the British composer Ralph Vaughan Williams; it is a tune
that evokes the harmonic language of a D-transposed Aeolian mode.

~

J

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

COMMISSION

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG At the Name of Jesus ELW 416
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1 At the name of Je - sus ev - ry knee shall bow,
2 At his voice cre - a - tion sprang at once  to sight,
3 Hum-bled for a sea - son, to re - ceive a hame
4 In your hearts en - throne him; there let him sub - due
5 Chrs-tians, this Lord Je - sus shall re - turn a - gain
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ev - ry tongue con - fess him king of glo - ry now.
all the an - gel fac - s, all the hosts of light,
from the lips of sin -  ners un - to whom he came,
all that is not ho - ly all that is not true.
on the clouds of glo - 1y, with his an - gel train;
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It is God’s good plea - sure we should call him Lord,
thrones and dom - 1 - na -  tions, stars up - on their way,
faith - ful - ly  he bore it spot-less to  the last;
Crown him as your cap - ftain in temp - ta - tion’s hour;
for all wreaths of em - pire meet up - on  his  brow,
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who from the be - gin - ning was the might - y Word.
all the heav'n-ly or - ders in  their great ar - ray.
brought it  back vic - to - rious when from death he passed.
let his will en-fold you in its  light and pOw’r.
and our hearts con-fess him king of glo - 1y now.
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877

Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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EPILOGUE Pamela Decker, pipe organ

Fugue in A minor
John Stanley (1712-1786)

/john Stanley was an English organist, violinist, and composer who has thA
distinction of having been the youngest person (at |7) to complete a

Bachelor of Music degree at the University of Oxford. For 52 years he
served as organist at the Society of the Inner Temple (the ancient Temple
Church), where his music-making was heard by many renowned
colleagues, including George Frideric Handel. He composer music in
several genres, including choral works and organ literature. For the king's
wedding in 1762, Stanley composed an oratorio titled Arcadia. In 1779
he assumed the position of Master of the King's Band. His music is still

\fmquently performed in both concert and liturgical settings. /

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Thank you to our worship leaders!
October 1, 2023 October 8, 2023
(today)
Assisting Minister | Penny Tanquary Eric Holtan
Lector Gail Eifrig Gail Eifrig
Cantor Eric Holtan Eric Holtan
Organist Pamela Decker Pamela Decker
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