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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion. 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 

OFFERING 
We are currently not passing the offering plates within the worship service, to 

avoid possible Covid transmission. 

 

We have an offering plate on the table in the entrance foyer.  Please place your 

offering there as you enter or leave the sanctuary. 

 

Alternately, you can mail your check to our office.  Or donate safely and 

securely online at 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our congregation and our work. 
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The Second Sunday of Christmas 

January 2, 2022 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy Communion Setting IV 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 

revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word 

existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at 

Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among 

us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the 

bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of 

God’s grace and truth. 

 

PROLOGUE           Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Das neugeborene Kindlein 

 David N. Johnson (1922-1987)      

 

 

  

David N. Johnson was an American organist, composer, and music professor who 

produced over 300 published works, mostly in the category of liturgical music. He 

earned his Ph.D. at Syracuse University, and then taught for several years as part of 

the faculty at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN, where he also was College Organist 

and later head of the music department. He then moved to Syracuse University, and 

finally Arizona State University. The work in the position of today’s prologue is a 

partita on the indicated hymn tune (by Melchior Vulpius); the title means “the 

newborn little child.” This partita has four distinct sections, with contrasting 

compositional techniques and registrations. 
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*GATHERING SONG   Joy to the World          ELW 267 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE             Setting Four 
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*CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS               Setting Four 

  



- 7 - 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By 

your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Sirach 24:1-12 

The figure of Wisdom played a major role in early discussions of Christology. Wisdom is the 

divine word, coming from the mouth of God, and ruling over all of creation. Wisdom, created at 

the beginning of time, made her dwelling place in Jerusalem among God’s people. 

 

A reading from Sirach. 

 

 1Wisdom praises herself, and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. 

 2In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, 

  and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: 

 3“I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and covered the earth like a mist. 

 4I dwelt in the highest heavens, and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 

 5Alone I compassed the vault of heaven and traversed the depths of the abyss. 

 6Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, 

 and over every people and nation I have held sway. 

 7Among all these I sought a resting place; in whose territory should I abide? 

 

 8“Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, and my Creator chose the place 

for my tent. He said, ‘Make your dwelling in Jacob, and in Israel receive your 

inheritance.’ 

 9Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, and for all the ages I shall not cease 

to be. 10In the holy tent I ministered before him, and so I was established in Zion. 

 11Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting place, and in Jerusalem was my 

domain.  12I took root in an honored people, in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY (ELW): Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 

 
 

 15A holy people and | blameless race; 

  wisdom delivered from a nation | of oppressors. 

 16She entered the soul of a servant | of the Lord, 

  and withstood dread kings with won- | ders and signs. 

 17She gave to holy people the reward | of their labors; 

  she guided them along a | marvelous way, 

 and became a shelter to | them by day, 

  and a starry flame | through the night.    REFRAIN 

 18She brought them over | the Red Sea, 

  and led them | through deep waters; 

 19but she | drowned their enemies, 

  and cast them up from the depth | of the sea. 

 20Therefore the righteous plundered | the ungodly; 

  they sang hymns, O Lord, to your holy name, 

       and praised with one accord your de- | fending hand; 

 21for wisdom opened the mouths of those | who were mute, 

  and made the tongues of in- | fants speak clearly.   REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are 

united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 

promised eternal salvation. 

 

A reading from Ephesians. 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to 

the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known 

to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as 

a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 

the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In 

him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 

believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge 

of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        ELW 169 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

 

  
Cantor:  All the ends | of the earth  

  have seen the victory | of our God. [Psalm 98:3] 
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*GOSPEL:  John 1:1-18 

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were 

created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

 

The Holy Gospel According to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the 

life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world.]  

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 

of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried 

out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 

he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The 

law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 

has made him known. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   Of the Father's Love Begotten         ELW 295 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 

 

OFFERING 

 

(In-person worshipers may place their contributions in the offering plate 

in the church foyer before or after worship.) 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 
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OFFERTORY       Members of Dove of Peace Chancel Choir 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 

(from Christmas Oratorio) 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

  

The Christmas Oratorio is comprised of six cantatas, each one designated for the 

major events of the Christmas period: Jesus's Birth, Annunciation to the Shepherds, 

Adoration of the Shepherds, Circumcision and Naming of Jesus, Journey of the Magi 

and Adoration of the Magi, otherwise known as Epiphany. This chorale, the most well-

known from the oratorio, comes from the oratorio's second part and has been 

included in several hymnals. 
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*DIALOGUE            Setting Four 

 
 

*PREFACE  (Christmas) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 

of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           Setting Four 

 

*PRAYER AT THE TABLE         Prayer Three 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
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Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*LAMB OF GOD             Setting Four 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION    Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

The Angel Gabriel 

Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019) 

  

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafer into 

the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  It contains a 

host wafer which you may receive when you return to your seat. 

The English organist/composer Noel Rawsthorne studied at the Royal Manchester 

College of Music. He was awarded a study grant that enabled him to work with  

Fernando Germani in Italy and with Marcel Dupre in Paris. He served as organist at 

Liverpool Cathedral and was Senior Lecturer in music at St. Katherine’s College in 

Liverpool, which is now Liverpool Hope University. The piece during the communion 

today is a setting of the Basque melody associated with the indicated text about the 

angel Gabriel. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION 

The Lord sends us forth into his world. 

“Re-Thinking Evangelism 1”  

A brief message from our external communication task force 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice        ELW #288 
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EPILOGUE          Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Antioch (Joy to the World) 

Pamela Decker (b. 1955) 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Your light has come. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Dianne Huston, assisting minister 

Gail Eifrig, lector 

Eric Holtan, cantor 

Pamela Decker, organist 

 

 

Pamela Decker’s composition based on the very familiar tune “Antioch” (the music we 

know as “Joy to the World”) is the final piece in the published (Wayne Leupold 

Editions) suite entitled “On This Day, Earth Shall Ring.” The set includes five hymn-

based works for Advent and Christmas. The signature figuration in the setting is an 

energetic descending line in rapid 16th-notes that evokes something of the effect of 

rapidly chiming carillon bells. 
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Dove of Peace Lutheran Church 

 

Rev. Stephen A. Springer, Pastor 
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www.doveofpeacetucson.org 

 

Liturgy and music: Augsburg Fortress license # SAS006084 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 
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