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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion. 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 

OFFERING 
We are currently not passing the offering plates within the worship service, to 

avoid possible Covid transmission. 

 

We have an offering plate on the table in the entrance foyer.  Please place your 

offering there as you enter or leave the sanctuary. 

 

Alternately, you can mail your check to our office.  Or donate safely and 

securely online at 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our congregation and our work. 
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The First Sunday of Christmas 

December 26, 2021 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy Communion Setting IV 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, 

both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 

and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the 

festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, 

still. 

 

PROLOGUE           Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

In dulci jubilo  

 Marcel Dupré (1886-1971)      
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*GATHERING SONG   Angels From the Realms of Glory        ELW 275 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE             Setting Four 
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CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS               Setting Four 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 

knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good 

will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year when she and 

her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, 

and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all. 

 

A reading from First Samuel. 

 
18Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother 

used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 

her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 

say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 

the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 

  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord 

and with the people. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY (ELW): Psalm 148 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 

  praise God | in the heights. 

 2Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 

 3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 

 4Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 

  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 

 5Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they | were created, 

 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. REFRAIN 

 7Praise the LORD| from the earth, 

  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 

 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 

 9mountains | and all hills, 

  fruit trees | and all cedars; 

 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 

  creeping things and | flying birds; 

 11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers | of the world; 

 12young | men and maidens, 

  old and | young together. REFRAIN 
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 13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 

 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful 

servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | 

Hallelujah!  REFRAIN 

SECOND READING:   Colossians 3:12-17 

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon 

arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ are 

covered with the character of Christ. 

 

A reading from Colossians. 

 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        ELW 169 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 
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Cantor:  Let the peace of Christ rule | in your hearts,  

  and let the word of Christ dwell | in you richly. [Colossians 3:15, 16] 

 

*GOSPEL:  Luke 2:41-52 

Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this 

environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an 

understanding of his identity and mission. 

 

The Holy Gospel According to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 
42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the 

festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 

but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 

went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 
46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and 

his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and 

I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you 

searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did 

not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to 

Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   O Little Town of Bethlehem         ELW 279 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 

 

OFFERING 

 

(In-person worshipers may place their contributions in the offering plate 

in the church foyer before or after worship.) 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 
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OFFERTORY          Pamela Decker, pipe organ  

Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ 

 Ernst Pepping (1901-1981) 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE            Setting Four 
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*PREFACE  (Christmas) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes 

of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           Setting Four 
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*PRAYER AT THE TABLE         Prayer Three 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
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We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*LAMB OF GOD             Setting Four 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION    Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Bethlehem Lullaby 

Malcolm Archer (b. 1952) 

  

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafer into 

the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  It contains a 

host wafer which you may receive when you return to your seat. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION 

The Lord sends us forth into his world. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice        ELW #288 
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EPILOGUE          Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

In dulci jubilo  

Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Your light has come. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Dianne Huston, assisting minister 

Chris Alexander, lector 

Gary Anderson, cantor 

Pamela Decker, organist 



 

 

 

Dove of Peace Lutheran Church 

 

Rev. Stephen A. Springer, Pastor 

 

665 West Roller Coaster Road, Tucson, Arizona 85704   

(520) 887-5127 

doveofpeacetucson@gmail.com 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org 

 

Liturgy and music: Augsburg Fortress license # SAS006084 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
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The flowers today are given by Ed and Onita Davis to the glory of 

God and in memory of their parents. 


