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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion. 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 

OFFERING 
We are currently not passing the offering plates within the worship service, to 

avoid possible Covid transmission. 

 

We have an offering plate on the table in the entrance foyer.  Please place your 

offering there as you enter or leave the sanctuary. 

 

Alternately, you can mail your check to our office.  Or donate safely and 

securely online at 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 

 

Thank you for your generous support of our congregation and our work. 
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy Communion Setting IV 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent 

song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that 

Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is 

the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy 

communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 

 

 

PROLOGUE           Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 

 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)      

  

Johann Sebastian Bach was a composer who gathered together the compositional 

techniques and styles that had developed over the centuries before his time and 

fashioned them into a magnificent synthesis of German, French, and Italian 

elements and influences. He offered a kaleidoscopic view of Baroque devices and 

melodic ornaments that resulted in music of the highest order and effect. His 

chorale prelude numbered BWV 659 is richly evocative of this synthesis, with the 

melody of today’s gathering hymn spotlighted on a reed stop that gives color and 

spice to Bach’s elegant ornamentation. The accompaniment lines and fluently 

active pedal part join in sublime counterpoint to give harmonic and rhythmic 

support to the elaborated melody.  
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG   Savior of the Nations Come         ELW 263 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*KYRIE             Setting Four 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 

us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Micah 5:2-5a 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king 

who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area 

around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers 

understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 

A reading from Micah. 

 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



- 8 - 
 

PSALMODY (ELW): Luke 1:46b-55 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. REFRAIN  

 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 55the promise made | to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.   REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   Hebrews 10:5-10 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s 

coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the 

greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

 

A reading from Hebrews. 

 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 

establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        ELW 169 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

 

  
Cantor:  Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;*  

  let it be with me according | to your word. [Luke 1:38] 
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*GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy 

Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a 

saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

 
The Holy Gospel According to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 

heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 

of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 

in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

  [46And Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”]  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY   Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming         ELW 272 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 

 

OFFERING 

(In-person worshipers may place their contributions in the offering plate 

in the church foyer before or after worship.) 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org/donate 
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OFFERTORY                Dove of Peace Chancel Choir 

Ave Maria 

 Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

  

Today's Gospel describes Mary's visit to her cousin Elizabeth, in which Elizabeth 

exclaims Mary's blessedness because of the holy child she is carrying. 

Elizabeth's words are memorized in this well-known prayer that also contains 

Gabriel's words to Mary in his annunciation to her. Many composers have set 

this prayer to music, and Elgar's setting is one of the best-known among English 

composers.  
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE            Setting Four 
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*PREFACE  (Advent) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           Setting Four 
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*PRAYER AT THE TABLE         Prayer Three 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
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We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*LAMB OF GOD             Setting Four 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION    Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Veni, veni Emmanuel 

Pamela Decker (b. 1955) 

  

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafer into 

the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  It contains a 

host wafer which you may receive when you return to your seat. 

Pamela Decker’s work on the tune of today’s sending hymn (“Veni, Veni 

Emmanuel) is the second piece in a cycle of five works based on Advent and 

Christmas hymn or chant tunes. The collection is published under the title “On 

This Day, Earth Shall Ring.” The signature melodic motive of this chant-based 

tune has the distinctive ascending minor triad, which appears in flowing 

contrapuntal lines in both the initial ascending tones and in inversion so that 

the intervals descend; many transpositions occur. The language has some of 

the sweetness of post-Romantic French influences and some of the 

contrapuntal conception characteristic of German styles. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s power, form us 

to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ 

Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION 

The Lord sends us forth into his world. 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG  O Come, O Come Emmanuel        ELW #257 
verse 4: choir; verse 5: lower voices; verse 6: higher voices

5 (lower voices) 

 O come, O Key of David, come, 

 and open wide our heav'nly home; 

 make safe the way that leads on high, 

 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 

6 (higher voices) 

 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  

Refrain 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 

 

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
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EPILOGUE          Pamela Decker, pipe organ 

Magnificat 5. Toni 

Samuel Scheidt (1587-1684) 

 

Versus 1: Et exultavit  

Versus 2: Quia fecit  

Versus 3: Fecit potentiam  

Versus 4: Esurientes 

Versus 5: Sicut locutus est 

Versus 6: Sicut erat  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Your redemption is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

John Hoelter, assisting minister 

Dianne Huston, lector 

Eric Holtan, cantor 

Pamela Decker, organist 

Samuel Scheidt was born in Halle, Germany. After initially receiving instruction 

in Halle, he traveled to Amsterdam to study with Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck 

(1562-1621), who was prominent as a leading composer/organist of his time. 

Sweelinck did much to influence the development of North German organ 

literature, and his music influenced Scheidt as the younger composer developed 

his individual style. After this period of study, Scheidt returned to Halle and 

became court organist and later Kapellmeister to the Margrave of  

Brandenburg. In 1628 he became the music director of three churches in 

Halle. Scheidt was among the first representatives of the “new” North German 

style that was developing at the time. His works occupy an important 

“place”’in the history of organ literature. 
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