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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Due to the threat of the Delta Variant, our policy has changed. 

 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 
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Sunday, Lectionary 22 

September 5, 2021 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

“Hallelujah!” exclaims our psalm.  The first reading describes “the Messianic 

Age” when God will deliver the Iraelites from their enemies and from captivity.  

Isaiah uses poetic imagery of “streams in the desert” and people with 

disabilities becoming super-enabled.  One of these images of disabilities involves 

the deaf and the blind.  Then, in our gospel reading, Jesus heals a deaf man.  

The crowds declare, “He has done everything well.” This implies that they see 

the words of Isaiah becoming real in their own place and time.  The promises 

of the Messianic Age have begun. 

 

PROLOGUE                   Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

 Psalm Prelude Op. 32 no. 1 

Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

Today is our organist's penultimate Sunday in his post at Dove of Peace.  Over his 

last three weeks, he has been preparing some of his favorite music for our service 

voluntaries. Herbert Howells was a 20th-century English composer and organist, 

and a particular favorite of Dr. Seal. Howells' psalm preludes were conceived as 

free meditations on particular Psalm texts, rather than compositions based on pre-

existing musical material. His first psalm prelude reflects on Psalm 34, verse 6: 

"The poor man cried out, and the Lord heard him and saved him from all his 

troubles." This is a textbook example of Howells' "rhapsodic style," beginning with a 

quiet melody, moving through a number of shifting harmonies, then building to 

climatic crashing chords before becoming even quieter and more peaceful than the 

beginning. This is another great example of music that highlights Dove's organ, and 

the rich palette of tonal colors that the new instrument is able to achieve.   
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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*HYMN   O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate       ELW #722 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE              Setting One 
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*CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS           Setting One 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into 

life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim 

your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 35:4-7a 

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance 

on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the 

exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

 

 

The word of the lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY (ELW): 146 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 

 
 

 1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 

 2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish.   REFRAIN 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The Lord sets the | captive free. 

 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are 

bowed down; 

  the Lord| loves the righteous.   REFRAIN 

 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 

  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The Lord shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   James 2:1-17 

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the 

expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. 

Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in 

need. 

 

A reading from James. 

 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes 

into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take 

notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to 

the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made 

distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my 

beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But 

you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who 

drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked 

over you? 

  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in 

one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not 

commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit 

adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and 

so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be 

without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
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  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 

works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and 

one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not 

supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, 

is dead. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Setting One 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

  
 

Cantor: 

 Rejoice in the | Lord always;*  

 again I will | say, Rejoice.     [Philippians 4:4] 
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*GOSPEL:  Mark 7:31-37 

 

The Holy Gospel According to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 

Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had 

an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him 

aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and 

touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue 

was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the 

more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded 

beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear 

and the mute to speak.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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Books of the Old Testament 

Genesis Song of Songs 

Exodus Wisdom 

Leviticus Sirach 

Numbers Isaiah 

Deuteronomy Jeremiah 

Joshua Lamentations 

Judges Baruch 

Ruth Ezekiel 

1 Samuel Daniel 

2 Samuel [Additions to Daniel] 

1 Kings Hosea 

2 Kings Joel 

1 Chronicles Amos 

2 Chronicles Obadiah 

Ezra Jonah 

Nehemiah Micah 

Tobit Nahum 

Judith Habakkuk 

Esther Zephaniah 

[Additions to Esther] Haggai 

1 Maccabees Zechariah 

2 Maccabees Malachi 

Job  

Psalms  

Proverbs  

Ecclesiastes  
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Books of the New Testament 

Matthew 1 Timothy 

Mark 2 Timothy 

Luke Titus 

John Philemon 

Acts of the Apostles Hebrews 

Romans James 

1 Corinthians 1 Peter 

2 Corinthians 2 Peter 

Galatians 1 John 

Ephesians 2 John 

Philippians 3 John 

Colossians Jude 

1 Thessalonians Revelation 

2 Thessalonians  

 

  

Concerning the Revelation of St. John 

Finally, let everyone think of [Revelation] as his own spirit leads him. My 

spirit cannot accommodate itself to this book.  For me this is reason enough 

not to think highly of it: Christ is neither taught nor known in it.  But to 

teach Christ, this is the thing which an apostle is bound above all else to do; 

as Christ says in Acts 1, “You shall be my witnesses.”  Therefore I stick to the 

books which present Christ to me clearly and purely. 

 

Martin Luther, German translation of the New Testament, Preface to the 

Revelation of St. John, 1522. 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   Healer of Our Every Ill        ELW #612 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(The prayer petitions are frequently written or modified by the assisting minister, and vary 

between the first and second worship services.)  

 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 
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SETTING THE TABLE   As the Grains of Wheat           ELW #465 

 

. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  (Sundays) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            Setting One 
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*PRAYER AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*LAMB OF GOD              Setting One 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION               Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

Improvisation 

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafter 

into the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer and wine 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  After taking 

the packet and returning to your seat, you may open the top of the packet to 

remove the wafer and consume it.  Then, turn the packet over, remove the 

seal over the wine, and sip the wine. 

Improvisation has been an integral part of organ playing, particularly for 

worship, since the earliest days of the instrument. While our organist's degree 

studies in Tucson were in the field of choral conducting, he also spent 

considerable time studying organ improvisation as part of his organ 

performance minor. Dove of Peace provided him a place for experimentation 

and growth as he developed this skill. In recognition of this, he would like to 

present two improvisations at today's service, a meditative communion piece, 

and a boisterous epilogue. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 

table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 

people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION                    Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG   For the Fruit of All Creation            ELW #679 
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EPILOGUE                  Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

 Improvisation 

  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Remember the poor.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

John Hoelter, assisting minister 

Christine Alexander, lector 

Eric Holtan, cantor 

Kevin Seal, organist 

 

 

 

Improvisation has been an integral part of organ playing, particularly for 

worship, since the earliest days of the instrument. While our organist's degree 

studies in Tucson were in the field of choral conducting, he also spent 

considerable time studying organ improvisation as part of his organ 

performance minor. Dove of Peace provided him a place for experimentation 

and growth as he developed this skill. In recognition of this, he would like to 

present two improvisations at today's service, a meditative communion piece, 

and a boisterous epilogue. 

 

The altar flowers today are given by Dottie Hess to the glory of God and 

in memory of Bud Hess and John Hodge. 



Dove of Peace Lutheran Church 

 

Rev. Stephen A. Springer, Pastor 

 

665 West Roller Coaster Road, Tucson, Arizona 85704   

(520) 887-5127 

doveofpeacetucson@gmail.com 

www.doveofpeacetucson.org 
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