
 
For it is from within, from the human heart… 

Mark 7:21 
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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Due to the threat of the Delta Variant, our policy has changed. 

 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 
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Sunday, Lectionary 22 

August 29, 2021 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, 

while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from 

external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus 

told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63). 

Now James says God has given us birth by the word of truth. We who were 

washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to 

ask God to create in us clean hearts. 

 

PROLOGUE                   Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

 Andante (from Organ Sonata no. 4 in E Minor) 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Our organist, Dr. Kevin Seal, will be ending his tenure at Dove of Peace in two weeks 

in order to move on to a new position in the midwest. For his last three Sundays at 

Dove of Peace, he has selected some of his favorite organ pieces to serve as voluntary 

music for our liturgies. J. S. Bach's trio sonatas for organ exploit the unique 

contrapuntal ability of the instrument (the ability to play multiple melody lines at 

once). The second movement of the 4th trio sonata is particularly poignant, featuring 

a beautiful duet in the manuals above a harmonically driven bass line in the pedals.   

The altar flowers today are given by Ed and Onita Davis to the glory of 

God and in honor of their 30th wedding anniversary; 

and by Gayle Zizzo to the glory of God and in memory of her husband, 

Tony Zizzo, on the third anniversary of his death. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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*HYMN   Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now       ELW #527 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE              Setting One 
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*CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS           Setting One 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from 

all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 

within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 

covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from 

it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 

 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of 

your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you 

nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with 

which I am charging you. 

  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment 

to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation 

is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as 

the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has 

statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 

  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that 

your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make 

them known to your children and your children’s children. 

 

The word of the lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



- 10 - 
 

PSALMODY (ELW): 15 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 

 

 
 

 1Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the 

 Lord. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 

 innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.   REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   James 1:17-27 

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly 

behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, 

especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 

 

A reading from James. 

 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In 

fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and 

welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 

any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves 

in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 

they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 

persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in 

their doing. 

  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 

hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 

Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 

unstained by the world. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Setting One 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

  
 

Cantor: 

 God gave us birth by the | word of truth*  

 so that we would become a kind of first fruits | of creation.     [James 1:18] 

 

*GOSPEL:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine 

what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a 

substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 

 

The Holy Gospel According to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled 

hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and 

they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 

other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So 

the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to 

the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah 

prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 
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 7in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 

that come out are what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 

folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   O God, My Faithful God        ELW #806 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(The prayer petitions are frequently written or modified by the assisting minister, and vary 

between the first and second worship services.)  

 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 
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SETTING THE TABLE   As the Grains of Wheat           ELW #465 

 

. 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  (Sundays) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            Setting One 
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*PRAYER AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 
 



- 20 - 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*LAMB OF GOD              Setting One 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION               Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

Improvisation 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 

table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 

people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafter 

into the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer and wine 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  After taking 

the packet and returning to your seat, you may open the top of the packet to 

remove the wafer and consume it.  Then, turn the packet over, remove the 

seal over the wine, and sip the wine. 
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COMMISSION                    Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

*SENDING SONG  Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways      ELW #772 

 

  



EPILOGUE                  Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

 Allegro Maestoso (from Organ Sonata no. 1 in F Minor) 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

Dianne Huston, assisting minister 

Gail Eifrig, lector 

Eric Holtan, cantor 

Kevin Seal, organist 
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Mendelssohn's organ sonatas were commissioned by an English publisher in 

acknowledgement of Mendelssohn's frequent visits to the UK.  The first 

movement of the first sonata is one of the collections strongest, featuring 

considerable drama and tumult, held together by a quotation of "Was mein 

Gott will," a German chorale on the topic of Christian acceptance of God's will.  


