
 

Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life  
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EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Covid-19 Policy 
 

Due to the threat of the Delta Variant, our policy has changed. 

 

Masks are required for worshipers, except when receiving communion 

 

Worship leaders may removed their masks to speak or to chant. 
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Sunday, Lectionary 21 

August 22, 2021 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh 

and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop 

in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks 

Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the 

words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, 

Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in the Spirit that 

we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel. 

 

PROLOGUE                Kevin Seal, piano 

 Claire de Lune 

Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 

This past spring, we at Dove of Peace gained a beautiful new (to us) instrument, a 

Steinway "B" grand piano.  The "B" is Steinway's second largest grand, measuring 6' 

11", second only to the "D" which is a full concert grand.  When the instrument was 

obtained, it was determined that a few modifications needed to be made for it to 

sound and play its best. These modifications were completed this past week, and the 

Steinway is now a finished product. In celebration of this beautiful new instrument, 

our organist has prepared a few pieces from the piano repertoire to help showcase 

the instrument. Very few piano pieces are as famous and evocative as Debussy's 

Clair de Lune, a mood piece that masterfully paints a picture of a moon-lit 

evening.    
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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*HYMN   Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices       ELW #833 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE              Setting One 
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*CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS           Setting One 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and 

preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is 

the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering 

Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond. 

 

A reading from Joshua. 

 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 

heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 
2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in 

sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, 

choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the 

region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 

serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up 

from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our 

sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 

through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the 

Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 

God.” 

 

The word of the lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY (ELW): Psalm 34:15-22 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 

 

 15The eyes of the Lord are up- | on the righteous, 

  and God’s ears are open | to their cry. 

 16The face of the Lord is against those | who do evil, 

  to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth. 

 17The righteous cry, and | the Lord hears them 

  and delivers them from | all their troubles. 

 18The Lord is near to the | brokenhearted 

  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed.  REFRAIN  

 19Many are the troubles | of the righteous, 

  but the Lord delivers them from | every one. 

 20God will keep safe | all their bones; 

  not one of them | shall be broken. 

 21Evil will bring death | to the wicked 

  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished. 

 22O Lord, you redeem the life | of your servants, 

  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.  REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   Ephesians 6:10-20 

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on 

Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, 

righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit. 

 

A reading from Ephesians. 

 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of 

God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is 

not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 

the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 

able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand 

therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 

proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you 

will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep 

alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that 

when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery 

of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, 

as I must speak. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Setting One 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

  
 

Cantor: 

 Lord, to whom | shall we go?*  

 You have the words of e- | ternal life.     [John 6:68] 

 

*GOSPEL:  John 6:56-69 

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh 

and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd 

this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, 

gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 

 

The Holy Gospel According to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me 
will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 

which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 

forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 

  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 

accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 

them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 

to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do 
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not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and 

who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you 

that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 

him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter 

answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We 

have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   You Are the Way        ELW #758 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(The prayer petitions are frequently written or modified by the assisting minister, and vary 

between the first and second worship services.)  

 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,”  

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please do not presume that shaking hands or other touch is suitable for 

everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) quadrant of 

the sanctuary. 



- 15 - 
 

SETTING THE TABLE  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  (vv. 1, 3)      ELW #461 

We sing the first and last stanzas

.  
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast 

of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  (Sundays) 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            Setting One 
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*PRAYER AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*LAMB OF GOD              Setting One 
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*INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

“The gifts of God for the people of God.” 

“Come; for all things are now ready.”  [Luke 14:17b, KJV] 

 

The assembly sits.  Worshipers who wish to receive communion may approach the altar (see 

guidelines below) 

 

 

  

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail, and then may lower their 

mask to receive communion.  The bread wafer will be placed in your hand by 

the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you may dip the tip of the wafter 

into the wine, and then consume the wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer and wine 

A sealed packet will be available at (or near) the baptismal font.  After taking 

the packet and returning to your seat, you may open the top of the packet to 

remove the wafer and consume it.  Then, turn the packet over, remove the 

seal over the wine, and sip the wine. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION            Kevin Seal, piano 

Adagio (from Piano Sonata no. 14 in C Minor, K. 457)  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As 

you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life. In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION                    Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart wrote 18 piano sonatas, and along with F. J. 

Haydn's sonatas, they represent the height of the art during the Classical period 

(1750-1820). While the vast majority of Mozart's music was written in major 

keys, his minor key works are almost invariably works of particular compositional 

excellence and significance, and this holds true for the C minor K. 457 sonata. 

One of Mozart's best, this sonata was highly influential on Beethoven when he 

wrote his landmark C minor Pathetique sonata, the second two movements of 

which were heard here at Dove of Peace a few weeks ago. In fact, the main 

theme from Beethoven's famous slow movement was directly lifted from the 

second theme of Mozart's Adagio movement.  The movement proceeds similarly 

as well, with a primary theme that appears with ornamented variations, and a 

contrasting second theme.   
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*SENDING SONG  Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus        ELW #802 

   



EPILOGUE               Kevin Seal, piano 

Molto Allegro (from Piano Sonata no. 14 in C Minor, K. 457) 

W. A. Mozart   

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

John Hoelter, assisting minister 

Dianne Huston, lector 

Eric Holtan, cantor 

Kevin Seal, organist 
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The first movement of Mozart's K. 457 is one of his most dramatic pieces for 

the piano.  John Gillespie, Professor of Music at the University of California, 

describes the Piano Sonata No. 14 as a uniquely "somber and passionate" 

work of Mozart's, and states that "no other music composed before Beethoven 

contains so many Beethovenian elements," namely the "contrast of themes and 

the sense of ceaseless struggle." 

The altar flowers today are given by Dianne Huston to the 

glory of God and in honor of the birthday of her daughter 

Paige. 


