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Covid-19 Policy 
 

In accordance with the guidelines of the CDC and of Pima County, Arizona: 

 

Mouth and nose coverings (masks) are optional for worshipers who 

have been fully vaccinated for Covid-19. 

 

Masks are required for worshipers who have not been vaccinated for 

Covid-19. 

EXTRA PRECAUTIONS AREA 
 

The northeast quadrant of the sanctuary is set aside for worshipers who are 

taking extra precautions to protect themselves and others.   

1. Masks must be worn. 

2. A physical distance of at least six feet must be maintained. 

3. The exchange of peace is made only with words, and only at a distance 

of at least six feet. 

Internet Broadcast 
 

In the sanctuary, cameras are used to broadcast and record our worship for 

access via the internet.  Worshipers are occasionally viewed by the camera(s), 

as part of the congregation.  The principal focus of the cameras is normally the 

worship leaders.   
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Sunday, Lectionary 15 

Sunday, July 11, 2021 

 
WELCOME  Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the 

poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the 

Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear 

that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: 

all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to 

witness to justice in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love. 

 

 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated 

in Rome, he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of 

monks around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by 

Benedictines and adapted by others. 

 

PROLOGUE         Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

Cantabile 

César Franck (1822-1890) 

 

César Franck was one of the most prominent French composers of the late 

19th century. He is particularly important for organists, as he revitalized the 

tradition of French innovation in organ composition, writing works on a 

grander, more symphonic scale than previous composers. His works are 

closely tied to the organ building of Aristide Cavaillé-Coll, who is credited with 

the development of the French symphonic organ. Franck's Cantabile features 

a beautiful solo on the swell trumpet, interspersed with chordal, hymn-like 

passages.   
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 

done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament in the 

church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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*HYMN   Blessed Be the God of Israel        ELW #250 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE              Setting One 
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*CANTICLE: GLORIA IN EXCELSIS           Setting One 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:   Amos 7:7-15 

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary 

farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern 

kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet 

Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel. 

 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
7This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb 

line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 

said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  

 “See, I am setting a plumb line 

  in the midst of my people Israel; 

  I will never again pass them by; 

 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 

conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his 

words. 11For thus Amos has said,  

 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

  and Israel must go into exile 

  away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, 

and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a 

temple of the kingdom.” 

  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
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herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the flock, 

and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 

The word of the lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY (ELW): Psalm 85:8-13 

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly. 

 
 

 8I will listen to what the Lord| God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people  

       and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.    REFRAIN 

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.    REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING:   Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are 

united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 

promised eternal salvation. 

 

A reading from Ephesians. 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined 

us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of 

his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 
9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he 

set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 

having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 

according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 

Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with 

the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Setting One 

The assembly sings the acclamation before and after the verse of the day. 

  
 

Cantor: 

 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes | of our hearts,*  

 that we may know the hope to which | God has called us.  [2 Cor. 12:9] 

 

*GOSPEL:  Mark 6:14-29 

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist’s 

martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to 

the gospel of salvation. 

 

The Holy Gospel According to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 
14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. 

Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason 

these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is 

a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 

whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 

prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married 

her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 

wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could 

not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 

protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen 
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to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 

courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came 

in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me 

for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever 

you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went out and said to her 

mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 
25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at 

once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of 

regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the 

king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl 

gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, 

and laid it in a tomb. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON            

Pastor Stephen Springer 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY   Let Justice Flow like Streams         ELW #717 

 
 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(The prayer petitions are frequently written or modified by the assisting minister, and vary 

between the first and second worship services.)  

 

Each petition concludes, “Lord in your, mercy,” 

and the assembly responds, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After the assembly and the presiding minster exchange the peace, you are welcome to share 

the peace with others.  Please DO NOT PRESUME that shaking hands or other touch is 

suitable for everyone.  There is no physical exchange of peace in the extra precautions (NE) 

quadrant of the sanctuary. 

 

SETTING THE TABLE  Let Us Break Bread Together        ELW #471 

We sing verses 1 and 2.  
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 

whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 

know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*DIALOGUE 

 

*PREFACE  (Sundays in Ordinary Time) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY            Setting One 

 

*PRAYER AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 



- 18 - 
 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 

not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
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may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

If you wish, you may join hands with members of your own household. 

Please do not join hands with others unless you have prior consent. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,     

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*LAMB OF GOD              Setting One 

 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION     Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

Improvisation 

  



- 21 - 
 

SHARING BREAD AND WINE 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the 

body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, 

that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

COMMISSION                    Pastor Stephen Springer 

 

*BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

  

Option One: Communion by intinction (as before Covid) 

Worshipers may stand or kneel at the altar rail.  The bread wafer will 

be placed in your hand by the pastor.  When the chalice is offered, you 

may dip the tip of the wafter into the wine, and then consume the 

wafer. 

Option Two: Packaged wafer and wine 

A sealed packet will be available from at (or near) the baptismal font.  

After taking the packet and returning to your seat, you may open the 

top of the packet to remove the wafer and consume it.  Then, turn the 

packet over, remove the seal over the wine, and sip the wine. 
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*SENDING SONG  O Jesus, I Have Promised               ELW # 810 
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EPILOGUE        Kevin Seal, pipe organ 

Praeambulum primi toni a 5 

Matthais Weckmann (1621-1674) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

 

John Hoelter, assisting minister 

Chris Alexander, lector 

Kevin Seal, organist 

 

Matthias Weckmann was a 17th-century German organist and composer. His 

earliest training was as a chorister under Heinrich Schütz in Dresden and he 

spent the last 19 years of his life as the principal organist at one of the major 

churches in Hamburg, the Jakobkirche. His keyboard music shows clear 

Italian and French influences, but this Praeludium is most reminiscent of the 

toccatas of Johann Jakob Froberger, Weckmann's contemporary and friend. 

The piece proceeds in five sections, beginning with a free chordal texture, then 

moving into a fantasy-like imitative section before two short fugues, then 

closing with a very short coda.   
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