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The Third Sunday of Easter

April 26, 2020

PROLOGUE   Kevin Seal, pipe organ

 Erstanden ist der Heilge Christ (Risen is the Holy Christ), BWV 628

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

Erstanden ist der Heilge Christ is a Lutheran Easter chorale which is a German

translation of the Latin hymn Surrexit Christus Hodie (an English translation of

the same hymn was made by John Walsh in the early 1700s and it is now the most

famous Easter hymn in the English-speaking Christian world, "Jesus Christ is Risen

Today").  The text relates the dialogue between the three Marys and the angel at

the open tomb.  Bach's setting from his Orgelbüchlein features ascending 1/8th

notes in the manuals punctuated by leaps in the pedal, both of which are

illuminations of the resurrection of Christ.  
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GATHERING SONG    This Joyful Eastertide       ELW  #391
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the

eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today's reading is the conclusion of Peter's sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to

the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has

made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let

the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,

this Jesus whom you crucified.”

  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other

apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far

away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other

arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So

those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons

were added.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY (ELW): 116:1-4, 12-19

The refrain is first introduced by the leader, then repeated by the assembly.

 1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice,

  and listened to my | supplication,

 2for the LORD has given | ear to me

  whenev- | er I called.

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;

  I came to | grief and sorrow.

 4Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:

  “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.” R

 12How shall I re- | pay the LORD

  for all the good things God has | done for me?

 13I will lift the cup | of salvation

  and call on the name | of the LORD.

 14I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD

  in the presence of | all God’s people.

 15Precious in your | sight, O LORD,

  is the death | of your servants.

 16O LORD, truly I | am your servant;

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds.

 17I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving

  and call upon the name | of the LORD. R

 18I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD

  in the presence of | all God’s people,

 19in the courts of | the LORD‘s house,

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah! R
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FIRST READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a

strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so

that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.

A reading from First Peter.
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live

in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the

futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was

destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your

sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave

him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have

genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not

of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #168

Cantor: Our hearts | burn within us* while you open to | us the scriptures.   

(Luke 24:32)
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THE GOSPEL  Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus' appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of

how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the

breaking of bread.

The Holy Gospel According to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were

going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each

other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus

himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And

he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood

still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the

only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these

days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief

priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had

hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day

since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were

at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and

told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those

who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not

see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe

all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these

things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going

on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day

is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they

recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the

scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the

eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen
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indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Stephen Springer

HYMN OF THE DAY Day of Arising ELW #374
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition: “Lord in your mercy,”  the assembly responds “Hear our prayer.”

The presiding minister concludes the prayers:

...trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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MEDITATION Kevin Seal, pipe organ

Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele (Soul, Adorn Yourself), Op. 122 no. 5

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead

raise you to new life, fill you with hope,

and turn your mourning into dancing.

Almighty God, Father, \ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Schmücke dich is a German communion hymn, with a text by Johann Franck and a

melody by Johann Crüger. It appears in our hymnal as #488, "Soul, Adorn Yourself

with Gladness". The melody is joyful and dancelike, celebrating the communal feast

of the Lord's Supper. Brahms' setting is gentle and meditative, featuring the melody

unadorned with flowing 16th notes underneath.  
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SENDING SONG The Risen Christ ELW #390

-12-



EPILOGUE   Kevin Seal, pipe organ

 Prelude in C minor, Op. 37 no. 1

Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847)

DISMISSAL

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!

In addition to his organ sonatas, which have become standard repertoire for all

organists, Mendelssohn wrote three preludes and fugues, basing many of his

compositional techniques on the compositions of J. S. Bach. His Prelude in C minor

features an imitative, contrapuntal theme, and shows considerable influence from

the German Baroque praeludium.  
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